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HEALTH MINISTER 
PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
MISSION HOSPITALS 

NEW WESTMINSTER, 
B.C. — Speaking to the 
Kiwanis at New Westminster 
recently, Health Minister 
Paul Martin gave an address 
on Indian Health Services. 
We quote a significant pas¬ 
sage: 

“I should like to pay a tri¬ 
bute,” he said, “to the work 
done by the mission hospi¬ 
tals. From the earliest times 
the churches have been ac¬ 
tive in this field of endeavor. 
They have pioneered cour¬ 
ageously in the face of 
frontier conditions and many 
other discouraging ob¬ 
stacles.” 


OLDEST CHAPEL 
IN NORTH AMERICA 

QUEBEC. — At Tadoussac 
in Quebec, Bishop Napoleon 
Labrie, of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, took part in cere¬ 
monies observing the 200th 
anniversary of the Indian 
chapel, the oldest wooden 
chapel in North America. It 
was built by the Rev. Claude 
Godefort, Jesuit missionary, 
for the Montag'nais Indians. 


$40,000 FIRE LOSS 
AT INDIAN SCHOOL 

BRANDON, Man.—A cow 
barn and piggery at the In¬ 
dian residential school, 114 
miles northwest of here, 
were destroyed by fire which 
swept the buildings on Nov. 
15. A loft full of hay and 
straw and two silos were also 
destroyed. 

Cause of the blaze was not 
immediately known. Damage 
was estimated at between 
$30,000 and $40,000. 


INDIAN HOSPITAL 
FOR BATTLEFORD 

NORTH BATTLEFORD, 
Sask.—Another Indian hos¬ 
pital would be opened at 
North Battleford within a 
few months, Hon. Paul Mar¬ 
tin, Minister of National 
Health and Welfare, an¬ 
nounced recently. 

Mr. Martin added that his 
department was proceeding 
on an $800,000 construction 
program for Indian hospitals 
voted at the last session of 
parliament and included in 
the project was a 50-bed ex¬ 
tension to the present hospi¬ 
tal at Fort Qu’Appelle and a 
new powerhouse to replace 
the present one. 


?Hent Night! liflU? Night! 
0lji>ghprhs guuhf at th? sight! 
OiUmes stream front Hraiten afar, 
Heauenlgltosts sing Alleluia. 
(Eltrisi the §>amnr, is hunt! 
Christ, the £>atrior, is horn! 
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fiyd ND if came to pass, that in those days there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 
>£■1 that the whole world should be enrolled. This enrolling was first made by Cyrinus, 
the Governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the City of Nazareth into Judea, to the City of David, 
which is called Bethlehem: because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled 
with Mary, his espoused wife, who was with child. v 

And it came to pass, that when they were there, her days were accomplished, that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him up in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the 
inn. And there were in the same country shepherds watching, and keeping the night 
watches over their flock. 

And behold an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the brightness of God shone 
round about them and they feared with a great fear. And the angel said to them: Fear not; 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the people: For, this day, 
is born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the City of David. And this shall be a 
sign unto you. You shall find the Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel multitude of the heavenly army, 
praising God, and saying: Glory to God in the Highest; and on earth peace to men of good 
will. And it came to pass, after the angels departed from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another: Let us go over to Bethlehem, and let us see this World that is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath shewed to us. 

And they came with haste; and they found Mary and Joseph, and the Infant lying 
in the manger. And seeing, they understood of the word that had been spoken to them 
concerning this Child. And all that heard, wondered; and at those things that were told 
them by the shepherds. Luke II, 1-19 


GREETINGS 


Christmas comes as a 
feast of joy and brightness 
for all God’s creation. ’Tis 
a joy that has endured 
through twenty centuries 
and which has never waned. 
’Tis a brightness ever re¬ 
newed each year as nature 
dons her immaculate man¬ 
tle of .snow; a brightness 
calling for spotless cleanli¬ 
ness in souls. 

In France it is NOEL, 
in Germany it is WEIH- 
NACHTEN, the Scotch 
call it YULE, the Italians IL 
NATALE. No matter the 
language the feast of Christ¬ 
mas remains the same all 
over the world. The birth 
of Christ over 1900 years 
ago rated as an event of 
world-wide significance still 
affecting the tides of history. 

The eras have gone down 
in history as “before and 
after Christ” (BiC. and A.D.) 
The word CHRISTMAS ap¬ 
pears as one of the most 
suitable to mark this won¬ 
derful event of the birth of 
Jesus, Son of God. It is the 
result of the combination 
of CHRIST and MASS, and 
thus gives, in a word, the 
very meaning of the feast. 

Too much emphasis has 
been laid in our country on 
Christmas trees, greeting 
cards, Santa Claus, the ex¬ 
change of gifts, and so forth, 
without any reference to the 
major ideas which should 
come first: Christ and Mass. 
The various customs of the 
country should not oversha¬ 
dow the main ideas of the 
feast. 

A Christmas tree is a be¬ 
fitting decoration in the 
home, but its dazzle should 
not blemish the beauty of 
the grotto of Bethlehem. The 
richly laden tables of Christ¬ 
mas Eve should not take 
the place of the Eucharistic 
banquet. 

The spirit of Christmas 
calls for joy and brightness. 
Joy for the great exchange 
mentioned in the Scriptures, 
in which God offers us a 
place in His Heaven in ex¬ 
change for a humble home 
for Himself here on earth. 
Brightness for the good will 
born of our union with 
Christ are dramatized in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

Hence our good heart 
wishes to all our readers: 

MAY PEACE, LOVE, JOY, 
HOLINESS OF CHRIST BE 
UPON YOU AT THE MASS 
OF THE NATIVITY. 

The Editor. 


INDJAN SCHOOLS 
HEAD DIES 

OTTAWA".— Superin¬ 
tendent of Indian school ad¬ 
ministration for the Church 
of England in Canada, Canon 
H. A. Alderwood, died Nov. 
11 after collapsing during 
Remembrance Day services 
on Parliament Hill. He was 
the victim of a heart attack. 
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3 m. Slu44fUcUoke^i GlujSUf&l 

Speaking to a group of Regina College students recently, 
Dr. M. C. Shumiatcher, legal advisor to the Sask. Govern¬ 
ment, leveled astonishing charges against the Indian board¬ 
ing schools in the province; according to press reports he 
said that the pupils were “being given callous treatment, 
verging on cruelty”, also that education in Church boarding 
schools has progressed very little and that the Indians were 
not given proper facilities for advancement. 

Now it seems to us that Dr. Shumiatcher is generdffzing 
too much. His first statement can be dismissed summarily 
as being untrue. When Dr. Shumiatcher was questioned on 
the statement of “callous treatment” he declined to amplify 
his accusation, but claimed that his charges were backed 
by documentary proof. We know the origin of the com¬ 
plaint which was brought to Dr. Shumiatcher’s attention, 
and it is groundless. Mr. R. A. Hoey, Director of the Indian 
Affairs Branch, commenting on these charges said he had 
heard nothing of them, and that he would be greatly sur¬ 
prised if they were true. 

The charges are ,to say the least, very misleading. With 
all due respect to Dr. Shumiatcher’s good intentions in try¬ 
ing to help the Indians we feel that he is rendering them a 
great disservice in fostering a spirit of dissatisfaction among 
them. Many unprejudiced and representative citizens have 
visited more than once the Indian boarding schools of 
Saskatchewan and nowhere have they found the least 
evidence of “callous treatment” given the pupils. They were 
struck by the happy, homelike atmosphere of these institu¬ 
tions, and they were amazed at the scholastic and manual 
achievements accomplished in these schools. 

It is historically false to affirm that the Government 
of Canada ‘farmed out the education’ of the Indians to 
the various Churches. Before the Government ever took an 
interest in the education of the Iftdians the missionaries of 
the various churches engaged in Indian work had created 
schools for the children; these schools were only later 
subsidized — to a certain extent, never fully, — by the 
Government. Moreover the Church schools for the Indians 
have tried to maintain the educational standards of the 
province. They are regularly inspected by the provincial 
inspectors of the Department of Education: the inspectors’ 
reports, which are official, tell a story of progress comparable 
to that achieved in the rural schools of the province. Many 
Indian schools show a great improvement in the past years 
in vocational training which is given the pupils along with 
purely scholastic training, and thus are superior to many 
schools for the white children. 

Giving due consideration to the true facts we are sorry 
to witness such unfairness on the part of one who should l?fe 
better informed. We would welcome a serious investigation 
and an unbiased report which should be given the same 
publicity by the press as was given to Dr. Shuihiatcher’s 
attack on both the Churches and the Government of Canada. 

G. L.t 
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$800,000 for INDIAN HEALTH 

The Hon. Paul Martin, Minister of National Health and 
Welfare, arrived in Winnipeg, Nov. 15, en route to Ottawa 
after a tour of inspection of Indian hospitals and family 
allowances regional offices throughout the four western 
provinces. The purpose of Mr. Martin’s visit was to see at 
first hand the work being done by the Indian Health Services 
division of the Department of National Health and Welfare 
and to confer with the officials of the family allowances 
offices in each province. 

Mr. Martin’s trip carried 
him as far as Nanaimo, B.C. 

The minister visited more 
than twenty Indian hospitals, 
nursing stations, Indian re¬ 
serves and residential schools 
in the four western provinces. 

Earlier in the year lytr. Martin 
made a trip to Moose Factory 
on James Bay, to Norway 
House and to the Indian 
agencies around Nipigon and 
Long Lac, Ontario. Recently 
Mr. Martin also inspected In¬ 
dian health services in the 
Maritimes. Since becoming 
minister responsible for the 
administration of Indian 
health services, less than a 
year ago, Mr. Martin has now 
visited the majority of the 
hospitals operated by his de¬ 
partment. 

During his visits to the vari¬ 
ous hqspitals and reserva¬ 
tions, Mr. Martin found much 
to impress him with the work 
being done to stamp out tuber¬ 
culosis amongst the Indians. 

“Primarily our Indian hos¬ 
pitals are being used for the 
treatment of tuberculosis. 

This disease is by long odds 
the main cause of death 
among the Indian population. 

The rate per 100,000 popula¬ 
tion is about 700 as against 40 
per 100,000 among the white 
population. At the present 
time about one per cent of 
Indians and Eskimos in our 
population contribute about 
12 per cent of tuberculosis 
deaths in Canada.” 


Services Increased 

Mr. Martin said that his de¬ 
partment is increasing its In¬ 
dian Health Services staff 
along the lines set out in 1946 
before the special joint com¬ 
mittee of the senate and the 
house of commons appointed 
to examine the Indian Act. 
The total staff of the Indian 
Health Services division, in¬ 
cluding field workers and 
administrative personnel, is 
between 800 and 900. About 
fifty of these are permanent 
civil servants, the remainder 
being temporary employees. 

At the present time the De¬ 
partment of National Health 
and Welfare has some twenty 
hospitals across Canada for 
the treatment of Indians. In 
addition, the department con¬ 
tributes to the support of 21 
mission hospitals and uses the 
services of more than 400 con¬ 
veniently located public hos¬ 
pitals. 

Mr. Martin also said that 
the department has an $800,- 
000 construction program 
under way for building of new 
hospitals and nursing stations 
as well as extending existing 
installations to relieve over¬ 
crowded conditions. In the 
remote areas the department 
is using two-way radio tele¬ 
phone to keep nurses and doc¬ 
tors in touch with treatment 
centres. 

Mr. Martin paid a tribute to 
the work being done by the 
mission hospitals of all reli¬ 
gious denominations. “From 
earliest times the churches 
have been active in this field 
and no praise is too much for 
the great work they have 
done.” 


In British Columbia 

In British Columbia, Mr. 
Martin visited the 185-bed In¬ 
dian Hospital near Chilliwack 
and the 200-bed Nanaimo 
Hospital, which was formerly 
a military hospital. At Miller 
Bay, near Prince Rupert, 
there are 150 tubercular In¬ 
dians who are receiving treat¬ 
ment at the former R.C.A.F. 
hospital. 

In Alberta 

At Edmonton, Mr. Martin 
visited the 350-bed Charles 
Camsell Indian Hospital, re¬ 
cently .taken over from the 
American Army, and which is 
the largest single addition to 
the chain now being operated 
by the department. Mr Mar¬ 
tin was also at Wetaskiwin 
to the Hobbema Reserve 
where he announced that the 
department had under con¬ 
sideration a plan to construct 
a new hospital. The proposed 
addition would be used mainly 
for maternity cases with 
major surgical cases being 
transported to the Camsell 
Hospital at Edmonton. 

Also in Alberta, Mr. Martin 
visited the Sarcee Hospital 
at Morley and the Blackfoot 
Hospital at Gleichen. Par¬ 
ticularly Mr. Martin was 
impressed by the quality of 
work being done by officials 
in these places. This year to 
date more than 7,000 Indians 
in Alberta have been X-rayed 
for tuberculosis. 

In Saskatchewan 

After leaving Regina Mr. 
Martin drove more than 400 
miles to visit Indian reserves, 
hospitals and residential 
schools in Saskatchewan At 
Fort Qu^Appelle he inspected 


the modern 70-bed Indian 
Hospital there. Mr. Martin 
paid a tribute to the assistance 
and co-operation given to the 
department by the Saskatche¬ 
wan Anti - Tuberculosis 
League, which has played a 
major part in reducing the in¬ 
cidence of tuberculosis in Sas¬ 
katchewan. A new power 
house will be added to the 
Fort Qu’Appelle Hospital as 
well as a 50-bed extension to 
the present accommodation. 

On the Crooked Lakes In¬ 
dian Agency, near Broadview, 
Saskatchewan, Mr. Martin in¬ 
spected the nursing station 
and visited patients in the 
General Hospital at Broad¬ 
view. 

In Manitoba 

At Brandon, Mr. Martin 
visited the 200-bed former 
military hospital, which has 
been taken over by the De¬ 
partment of National Health 
and Welfare and which is 
rapidly reaching capacity in 
the treatment of tubercular 
Indians. He was accompanied 
on the trip to The Pas by 
Ralph Maybank, M.P. for 
Winnipeg South, newly ap¬ 
pointed parliamentary assist 
ant to Mr. Martin and the 
Hon. Ivan Schultz, Manitoba 
Minister of Health. Dr. P. E 
Moore, Director of Indian 
Health Services, who has been 
with Mr. Martin throughout 
the whole tour of inspection, 
was also a member of the 
party. 

Mr. Martin was highly ap¬ 
preciative of the work being 
done by the Sanatorium 
Board of Manitoba, which 
operates the Brandon and the 
Clearwater Lake Hospital on 
behalf of the Department of 
Health and Welfare. He said 
that plans are being consider¬ 
ed for a $40,000 addition to 
the Clearwater Hospital to in¬ 
crease the capacity to 185 
beds and to supply a fireproof 
centre block for the institu¬ 
tion. 

Continued on Page 3 


Denominational Indian 
Schools Are Progressive 

OTTAWA.—The Indian Affairs Branch operates 271 
day schools and 76 residential schools across Canada, from 
Eskasoni, Nova Scotia,.to Aklavik, in the Northwest Terri 
tories. In, these schools are nearly 20,000 pupils, ranging 
from seven to 16 years of age. 

Notwithstanding the seri¬ 
ous difficulties of administer¬ 
ing sueft a vast network of 
schools, the educational ser¬ 
vices of the Indian Affairs 
Branch have met with very 
satisfying results, due to*the 
co-operation of the churches, 

Roman Catholic, United, 

Anglican, and Presbyterian. 

We note particularly the 
fact that 36 ex-pupils of these 
schools have returned to them 
as teachers. This year four 
more Indian teachers 
studying in Normal Schools 

The work accomplished in 
four Indian schools of Canada 
will indicate the value of the 
work done in these schools. 

This year 20 graduates of 
the Shingwauk Boarding 
School are attending the Saidt 
Ste. Marie High School. Of 
the three High School gradu¬ 
ates of last year, two of them 
are in business houses, and the 
third one is training for 
nursing. Seven other pupils 
graduated with honors last 
year. 

The Indian schools are fol- 
| lowing the provincial cur¬ 


ricula, and are inspected by 
the Provincial Department oi 
Education inspectors, excep 
in British Columbia, where 
they have a regional inspec-j 
tor. Besides scholastic worl; 
on a par with rural schools irj 
the provinces, most India) 
schools have an up-to-dat 
vocational training progran 
and train their pupils in »thtj 
arts of music,, handicrafts 
etc., which compares favor 
ably with city Grammar arnlj 
are I High Schools. 

From Caughnawaga seven 
teen pupils are attending th< 
Victoriaville College, tchil^ 
two are at Ottawa University 
The Lebret Indian Schoc 
Cadet Corps has won the Sas 
katchewan Grand Challeng 
Trophy, besides achieving 
grand results 'in musica 
dramatic and athletic compe 
titions. 

The Indian Boarding Schoc 
at Mission, B.C., which has 
high scholastic standing, ha 
also yvon the provincial cham! 
pionship for recreational 
centres gymnastic competi! 
tions 
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NORTH SURVEY UNDER WAY 


REGINA, Saskatchewan. — 
Extensive economic and 
social surveys of settlements 
in the remote areas of north- 
j era Saskatchewan are being 
I undertaken by the provincial 
government, Resources Minis¬ 
ter J. L. Phelps announced re¬ 
cently. 

The surveys will be con¬ 
tinued this winter and next 
year until every settlement 
has been included. Approxi¬ 
mately 11,000 people, mostly 
Indians and Metis, live in the 
north, 

Malcolm Norris, district 
employee for the resources 
department, has already com¬ 
pleted reports on Descham- 
bault and Cumberland House. 
La Ronge, Snake Lake- and 
Portage La Loche are next on 
his schedule. The reports 
average more than 100 pages 
of printed matter and are 
made up of informational 
material and recommenda¬ 
tions for future plans. 

The reports include the 


number of people in each 
settlement, their income from 
fishing and trapping over a 
period of years, costs of food 
in the area, freight charges, 
living conditions, and in gen¬ 
eral all aspects of life in.the 
north. 

* * * 


AT OTTAWA U. 



Robert Jocco and Gary De¬ 
lisle ,of Caughnawaga, are tak¬ 
ing their 3rd year of the class¬ 
ical course at Ottawa University. 


History of Indians Briefly Outlined 


With the advent of the 19th 
century and the coming of the 
white man the North Ameri¬ 
can Indian got in the way of 
civilization and the Indian 
had to go, said Douglas Fraser, 
K.C., in an address to the 
Gyro club of Regina, on Oct. 
7. He spoke on “The Social 
History of the North Ameri¬ 
can Indian.” 

.The aboriginal Indian was 
a man of culture, healthy and 
free from disease and deeply 
religious. The Crees have a 
beautiful language, very ac¬ 
curate, euphonious and ex¬ 
pressive and embraced a 
vocabulary of 16,000 words. 

With the coming of the 
horses and fire arms, the wan¬ 
ton destruction of the beaver 
and the buffalo spelt economic 
disaster to the Indian, Mr. 
mated from 1870 to 1881 over 
Fraser pointed out. It is esti- 
31,000,000 buffalo were de¬ 
stroyed and with them went 
the Indian’s clothing, his 
tents, his boats and his food, 
even the buffalo chips he used 
for fuel. 


The Indian had his own sys¬ 
tem of theology, as deep a 
sense of Qod in nature as 
Wordsworth and of the 
divinity in . man as Carlyle. 
They believed in prayer, the 
existence of Spirit, the com¬ 
ing of the Redeemer, the im¬ 
mortality of the soul and a 
future state. 

With the influx of settlers 
all over the west the Canadian 
government realized the In¬ 
dians had rights which must 
be respected and so between 
1871 and 1877 there were 
negotiated seven treaties by 
which the natural title of the 
Indians was relinquished on 
fair and just terms. 

It may be said to Canada’s 
honor she has never broken 
treaty with the Indians and 
the Indians have kept the 
treaties in the spirit in which 
they were made. 

Mr. Fraser closed his ad¬ 
dress with the reading of 
Pauline Johnson’s poem, “The 
Legend of the Qu’Appelle.” 


(Regina Leader-Post) 

INDIAN BEAUTY QUEEN 



Beauty Queen of 3,000 Iroquois Indians at Caughnawaga Re¬ 
serve (near Montreal), is Princess Bluebird (left), shown here 
receiving her trophy. 


FORT FRANCES CHURCH BURNS FOR SECOND TIME 



AN APPEAL 

Our little church on the Indian Reserve of Couchitching 
was entirely lestroyed by fire on November 15th, 1947. 
When the firemen arrived, the fire was already out of control. 
They were able to save the school and other buildings, but 
nothing was saved from the church. 

For the time being, we try to accommodate our people 
as best we can in the chapel of the school, for Mass and other 
exercises, but, it is absolutely necessary to rebuild the church. 
Being deprived of material means, our task is particularly 
difficult due to the high prices now prevailing. 

Dear friends and benefactors, we realize that your 
generosity must be solicited by many causes, but we are 
obliged to go to you, praying you to be so good as to help us, 
according to your means, for the spiritual welfare of the 
Indians. 

We thank you beforehand, and we profit by this opportu¬ 
nity to ask also the assistance of your prayers, while we 
promise you a grateful remembrance in ours—Rev. V. de 
Varennes, O.M.I., Fort Frances, Ont., Nov. 21, i947. 


For the second time since the 
establishment of the missions at 
Fort Frances, the church built on 
the reservation for the Indians 
has been destroyed by fire. The 
first religious edifice, of logs, 
was erected in 1898 by Father 
Allard, O.M.I., and was later 
abandoned. In 1914 Archbishop 
Langevin blessed the second 
church, a beautiful structure put 
up by the Oblate priests and 
brothers, with the help of the 
Indians. Valued at $15,000 this 
building was totally destroyed 
January 20, 1920 in a fire which 
has been clearly shown to have 
been of incendiary origin. 

Seven years later, a third 
church was ready thanks to the 
work of Fathers Brassard and S. 
Perreault and the generosity of 
many benefactors. Although not 
as beautiful as its predecessor, 
the building served the purpose 
well and, in addition to premises 
for worship, provided halls in 
the basement for parochial activ¬ 
ities and the club rooms of the 
famous K. of C. Club. 

Fire of as yet undetermined 
origin destroyed the church Sat¬ 
urday evening, November 15, 
while the Oblate missionaries 
and the nuns in charge of the 
nearby Indian residential school 
succeeded in saving other build¬ 
ings and in preventing harm to 
children under their care. In 
spite of the continued poverty of 
the Indians and the high cost of 
building materials, it is hoped 
that, as in the past, Divine Prov¬ 
idence, through benefactors, will 
permit the early reconstruction 
of the church, which was partial¬ 
ly covered by insurance. Rev. 
Fr. V. de Varennes, O.M.I., is 
principal of the school and direc¬ 
tor of the mission, assisted in 
the school by the Grey Nuns of 
Montreal. 


GIFT FOR PRINCESS 
FROM POPE PIUS XII 

LONDON, Nov. 14. —(Ra¬ 
dio, NC)— His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII gave a wedding 
present of 12 pieces of fine 
Dresden porcelain to Princess 
Elizabeth. The gift was pre¬ 
sented to the Princess person¬ 
ally at Buckingham Palace by 
Archbishop William Godfrey, 
Apostolic Delegate to Great 
Britain. At the same time the 
Archbishop handed her Royal 
Highness a personal letter of 
congratulations from the Holy 
Father. 


NAMED ARCHBISHOP ' 
OF REGINA 

REGINA —(Leader Post)— 
One of the best-known and best- 
liked padres in the Canadian 
army during the Second World 
War, Msgr, M. C. O’Neill, D.P., 
O.B.E., M.M., has been appointed 
by Pope Pius XII as Archbishop 
of Regina. 


$ 800,000 .. . 

Continued from Page 2 

Mr. Martin said that he had 
been greatly impressed by the 
beneficial effect of extending 
family*allowances to the In¬ 
dians. “In areas where hunt¬ 
ing and trapping have been 
poor,” Mr. Martin said, 
“family allowances -have 
proved to be a lifesaver for 
many Indian families. The 
Indians realize that the allow¬ 
ances are for their children 
and are using them for the 
purchase of better clothing 
and better foods.” 

Summing up the work of 
his department amongst the 
Indians, Mr. Martin said: “We 
have a moral obligation to do 
everything possible to provide 
better health conditions 
among the Indians and to help 
them maintain themselves by 
improving their standard of 
living. Good health and bet¬ 
ter living conditions are the 
goals which the Indian Health 
Services Division of the De¬ 
partment of National Health 
and Welfare keeps in mind.” 


PRESENTATION TO 
CHIEF RED FEATHER 

Chief Red Feather of the Sas¬ 
katchewan tribe of Assiniboines, 
is now fully equipped to take his 
place at the council fires. When 
he was made a chief in July, 
1945, he received an ornamental 
headdress and pipe and peace 
and recently he got his “fire 
bag.” 

Although the chief enjoys an 
occasional pipe, it is doubtful if 
he will fill the bag with the re- 
qured sticks, flnts and tobacco 
or hang it in his wigwam, for 
Chief Red Feather is Premier T. 
C. Douglas, of Saskatchewan. 



Premier T. C. Douglas as Chief 
Red Feather. 


Mrs. Dan Kennedy, wife of an 
Assiniboine Indian, presented 
Mr. Douglas with the buckskin 
fire bag, which was decorated 
with fine Indian beadwork. One 
part of the fire bag contains an 
example of porcupine quill work 
dyed in red ochre. Mrs. Ken¬ 
nedy is one of the few Indian 
women left in the west who can 
do porcupine quill work. 


CARIBOU SURVEY 
WILL HELP INDIANS 

OTTAWA. — The R.C.A.F. 
probably will undertake a sur¬ 
vey of the caribou population of 
the Northwest Territories next 
spring, Air Commodore H. B. 
Godwin, air force representative, 
told the Northwest Territories 
council recently. 

The survey, requested by the 
western provinces and the fed¬ 
eral resources department, would 
involve a photographic record of 
the caribou before the break-up 
in June,"followed by a scientific 
expedition in which experts 
woufd be flown into the caribou 
areas to study conditions from 
the ground. 

Importance of the caribou as 
food for the native population of 
the far north, coupled with a fear 
that caribou could be becoming 
extinct prompted the study. 

Co-operation of the provinces 
would be sought in finding per¬ 
sonnel for the study, since the 
survey was first suggested at a 
Dominion-Provincial wild life 
conference. 


RABBITS BACK 
AT HUDSON BAY 

HUDSON BAY, Sask. — 
The so-called ‘‘snow shoe” 
rabbit, a rarity in this dis¬ 
trict for the past two years, 
have been reported by bush- 
men coming into Hudson 
Bay. 

Old-timers claim the rab¬ 
bits come in cycles each 
seven years. During this 
cycle they become so thick 
they become a pest. They 
cause damage to young trees 
by chewing the bark in a 
complete circle around the 
tree, thus killing the tree. 
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NICOLET LEARNED THE INDIAN'S SKILL OF 
FOREST A ND 5TREA/A AND THEIR LANG- 
HA GBS.ll' ? 07T 


[NICOLET HAP NEED OF HIS EXCEPTIONAL 


NIQOIET CAME TO QUE&EG FROM FRANC! 


STRENGTH AND ENDURANCE. HE LIVED 
MONO THE INDIANS FOR 50ME ll YEARS. 


FIKST WHITt MAN 
IN WISCONSIN. 


AFTER A LONG VOYAGE FULL OF HARDSHIP'S. 
NICOLET LAND5 NEAR DE PERL IN 163* EXPECT¬ 
ING TD FIND ORIENTALS, HE DRESSED LIKE A MAT 
DARIN. —_ 


NICOLET SETS OUT FROM FRENCH HEADQUARTEI 
IN EASTERN CANA DA. |- 


i HAve come ro 
MAK£ PEACE 

among you. 


BACK IN EASTERN CANADA, NICOLET MARRIES 
TRADES WITH INDIANS. ' 


AT 5ILLERY ON ST. LAWRENCE THE CANOE CAP¬ 
SIZES, NICOLET CANNOT SWIM. THE YEAR IS 16*2 


THREATS TO TORTURE A CAPTIVE MEAN WAP. 
BETWEEN INDIAN TRI&ES. THEIR FRIEND 
NICOLET IS THE ONLY MAN WHO CAN PREVENT 
SLAUGHTER,!— ~ — . . . 


SAVE YOURSELF. AS 
M£, I GO TO GOD J 


i Aro e>T«LL DfcfcAtofNQ 
OF THE NORTHWte>T 
PA°>®>AQC, 


THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 


THE COBBLER AND HIS GUEST 

(As Told in CATECHISM COMES TO LIFE) 


Hour after hour went b. 
Many other needy people esi 
joyed the warm hospitality <j 
the old cobbler, but the e:j 
pected Guest did not appear 
At last, when it was too dan 
to see anyone on the stree 
Martin lay on his little cd 
feeling very sad. “It was on lj 
a dream,” he sighed. “I di| 
believe and hope—but—II] 
has not come to sit at mi 
table.” 


There lived in the city of Marseilles, a hundred years 
and more ago, an old shoemaker called Martin. One evening 
during the Christmas season he sat alone in his little shop 
reading about the visit of the Wise Men to the Infant Jesus, 
and of the gifts they brought Him, he said to himself: “If 
Jesus had been born here, I know what I would have given 
Him!” 

He rose and took from a 
shelf two little shoes of soft 
snow-white leather which he 
handled fondly. “I would give 


hood gazed lovingly at the 
picture of his Lord in the 
cathedral? As he watched the 
driving snow in the deserted 
street, he thought of his joy 
when he would sit at the table 
with his Divine Guest. 

While such happy thoughts 
were going through his mind, 
an old street-sweeper passed 
by, blowing on his hands to 
keep them warm. “Poor fel¬ 
low, he must be half frozen,” 
thought Martin. Opening the 
window, he called out: “Come 
in, my friend, and get warm, 
and drink a cup of hot coffee.” 
The man .gratefully accepted 
such a hearty invitation. 

Soon after a poor woman 
carrying a baby paused to rest 
in Martin’s doorway. 

Quickly he opened the door 
and said, “Come in, warm 
yourself and the child at my 
fire. You seem ill.” 

“Yes,” said the woman, “I 
am on my way to the hospital. 
I am alpne—my husband is at 
sea.” 

(< “Poor child!” cried Martin. 
“Here, you must eat some¬ 
thing while you are resting. 
And let me get a cup of warm 
milk for the baby. But what 
is this? You forgot to put on 
his shoes!” 

“I have no shoes for him,” 
sighed the poor mother. 

“Then he shall have these I 
made a few days a^o.” And 
Martin took from the shelf the 
soft little” snow-white f.hoes he 
prized so much and slipped 
them on the tiny fee . The 
young mother thanle’d him 
with all her heart ai:d went 
her way. Martin resumed his- 
post at the window. 


Him these, my finest work. I 
hope His mother would be 
pleased. Hmm-mm. But these 
are the thoughts of a foolish 
old man. The Lord b as no 
need of my poor gifts.” 


Suddenly the room wi 
flooded with light. Befol 
Martin’s eyes there appearel 
one by one, the poor stretl 
sweeper, the sick mother aJ 
her child, and all the peopjl 
he had helped during the dal 
Each one smiled at him as f 
heard Our Lord say: “Did | 
not sit at your table, Marti: I 
Whoever receives one suit 
little child for My sake r« 
ceives Me. I was hungry, a J 
you gave Me something to ea] 
I was thirsty and you gave Ml 
to drink; I was a stranger ar4 
you took Me in ... I say ? 
you, Martin, as long as yea 
did it for one of these, til 
least of My brethren, you d 
it for Me.”—(Courtesy Cat 
chetical Guild). 

★ 

PEN PALS WANTED 

I would like to have p< 
pals of my own age. I am si 
teen, and I am in the San. 
will answer all letters.—Hr 
riet Boyd, Fort William San 
torium, Fort William, Ont. 


Replacing the shoes, he re¬ 
tired for the night to his small 
quarters at the back of the 
shoe shop. Hardly had he 
closed his eyes it seemed, 
when he heard a Voice calling 
his name. “Martin, Martin. 
You have longed to see your 
Lord. Tomorrow I shall pass 
by your window. If you see 
Me and bid Me enter, I shall 
be your Guest and sit at your 
table.” 

, Martin was so filled with 
joy that he arose before day¬ 
light to tidy up his little shop 
and make sure he would have 
something good to eat on his 
table. 

When all was ready, Martin 
took up his vigil at the win¬ 
dow. He was sure he would 
know the Lord when He came 
by; for hadn’t he since child- 


fell 
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°e^end of the Children of j£p*t ZJurtle 3$land 


(By BIG WHITE OWL) 

For many years it was believed that the Red Indian 
sople are the remnants of the lost tribes of the Hebrew 
Ingdom of Israel. The first promulgator of this idea was a 
ortuguese Jew. About one century and a half later a pious 
oung white man who said that he was guided by a magnani- 
ious vision which, he claimed, led to the discovery of certain 
sligious records engraved upon plates of gold that were 
uried and hidden in an Indian Mound near Palmyra in New 
'ork State, U.S.A. From these old records of “Lehi and 
fephi” one Mr. Joseph Smith formed the famous Book of 
lormon, an extensive 264,000 word Bible now used by more 
aan 500,000 Latter Day Saints. Mr. Smith published this 
ew Bible in the year 1830, founding the new religion in 
le same year with only six members or followers. 

Now, I cannot entirely ap-i- 

rove of the doctrine of “Mor- the eminent historians of the 

E onism,” or for that matter white race. However, I do be- 

I iy other kind of “ism.” lieve that a certain amount of 
either do I wish to cast aside discrimination should be exer- 
ld completely ignore their ^ised between scientific dis- 
ewpoints and ideas about covery and scientific opinion. 
|ie—I believe that knowl- Being a Lenni Lenape, I 
age and wisdom are to be shall stand in the shadowy 
>und everywhere, and in background and watch the in- 
verything! teresting panorama of a new 

Many strange theories and civilization as it continuously 
Deculations have been put anc j so inexorably unfolds 
)rth by prominent archaeolo- itself everywhere around me. 
ists and ethnologists as to And like my forefathers I 
le probable origin of the Red have resolved to remain un- 
rdian race. A few of the moved and unoffended by the 
jading scientists of our time man y conflicting myths, the 
ave stressed the claim that religious beliefs, the strange 
ed Indian ancestry is purely opinions, of the proud and in- 
entral Asiatic in character, sa ti a ble Caucasians. ... I 
tc., and that in some remote shall try ,at all times, to keep 
eriod in the pre-Columbian m y m j n( j imbued with the 
E*e migration had taken place spirit of impassive and peace- 
y the way of the Bering ful tolerance. Although, in 
trait, and so onward into the this day and age, I wear the 
mericas. The prevailing wh i te man’s garments, I eat 
nentific opinions would seem t he same food, that We eats, I 
) indicate that a North speak his language, I write 
merican Indian is someone him, I work with him, I' 
fr something about the equi- use his money I have secured 
lent of a transplanted t he franchise, I can vote for 
hinaman. ... To that I would w hom I please. But in spite 
“Me thinkee, maybe, 0 f a p this grafted refinement, 
hite man all wrong! I often thank our Great and 

Several Theories Infinite Spirit (God) that I can 

No. 1—The Asiatic Theory: f 1 }. thin * a ? d act U £ e a Red 
hat North American Indians [ ? dian who feels really proud 
e all descended from Cen- of his ancestry! 
al Asia, and at some remote o p i n ion s and the 

period crossed over from one theories which I have to offer 
continent to another via the wlR no doubt be oast 

Bering Strait route. aside as ldle ami fantastic 

1 No. 2—The Theory of He- drea ™ s ‘ Nevertheless, this 
brew Origin: That North tradition or story of mine is 
American Indians are the Pressed ln the hope that it 

remnants of the lost tribes of ™§ ht ’ in some wa y or an ‘ 
■_ i other, serve as an opening 

■ No.' 3 - The E g y p t i a n wedge toward a better under- 
Theory: That New World standing, a more friendly 
native civilizations were all understanding, of a neglected, 
derived from Egypt. abused, and much misunder- 

| No. 4—The Autotochton- stood race - 
jnous Theory: That the Red The “Walum Olum” 
Indian did originate on this After studying a great deal 
continent. of contemporary history, and 

I As a layman, I can neither after acquiring much new 
completely reject nor entirely knowledge from interpreting 
prove of any of these scien- ancient Indian legends and 
fic opinions as set forth by traditions, I have been impell- 



wm. 

Chief Big White Owl 

ed to classify my people, the 
Lenni Lenape, the “the Chil¬ 
dren of the Lost Turtle 
Island.” Why? Because this 
theory is just as good as any 
other. The Lenni Lenape are 
the only native people I know 
who actually have a recorded 
history. It is known as 
“Walum Olum,” which means 
Recorded Truth. The work 
contains over 180 pictographs, 
and all of them are of very 
peculiar design and exceed¬ 
ingly beautiful and interest¬ 
ing. 

The majority of the people 
of today believe that the old 
Indian picture writings and 
manuscripts were completely 
destroyed by the early white 
"skinned robbers and invaders. 
That is definitely not the 
truth. Many of the most im¬ 
portant records were rescued, 
hidden, and preserved for pos¬ 
terity by the Seers and the 
Tally-Keepers of that period 
and so exist today, and at least 
a few of these records will re¬ 
main in the safe custody of 
the various Indian Secret So¬ 
cieties. The Walum Olum is 
just one of the many records 
that have been transcribed 
from hammered copper and 
gold leaf plaques, and from 
instcribed bas-relief etchings, 
and from hieroglyphical ac¬ 
counts of important events 
inscribed on wood and leather, 
and chiselled picture-writings 
on stone stelas and calendar 
stones. 

The Story of Creation 

Dear Reader: Let us, in 
fancy, sit once more by the 
ancient Council Fire of the 
Lenni Lenape, the Grand¬ 
fathers, the Original People, 
and listen to an Indian 
Prophet of other days. ... The 


Tally Maker and the Keeper 
of the Records is about to 
speak! We see him seated 
there beside the fire. Now he 
rises to his feet, swaying to 
the hypnotic and eerie rhythm 
of the deer hide drum. A 
strange light now gleams from 
that immobile face as he 
stands with outstretched 
arms, looking into the far 
horizon of the east, and he re¬ 
cites the old ceremonial re¬ 
membrance, saying: 

“O, most, gracious, Mother 
Island— 

The land of Turtle Men, 

Dear homeland of our 
Father’s— 

Silently, we mourn for 
Thee.” 

He stood there with uplifted 
arms for a while, and there 
was a great silence, it was a 
holy silence for he was pray¬ 
ing from his heart. Then, 
turning toward the people, he 
said: 

“Brothers and Sisters of the 
Lenni Lenape: This is a story 
which was handed down 
through countless" genera¬ 
tions. So, listen well, as I re¬ 
cite it to you, and keep it in 
your hearts. ‘It seems, at first, 
there was an extended fog on 
the earth and beyond the 
earth, and there KITCHE 
MANITOU was. He made the 
sun, the moon, and the stars. 
He made all move evenly. 
Then the Wind Spirits became 
rebellious and quarrelled, 
each wanted to be better than 
the other, and all blew vio¬ 
lently, after a time it cleared 
again, and the waters flowed 
off, far and strong. And 
groups of new islands appear¬ 
ed, and they did remain for 
many generations, and all was 
peaceful. Then, anew, spoke 
KITCHE MANITOU, a mani- 
tou to manitous, to beings, 
ever after HE was a Manitou 
to me, and grandfather. He 
gave the First Mother — 
Mother of All Beings—the 
EARTH. He gave the fishes, 
He gave the turtles, He gave 
the beasts, He gave the birds. 

“ ‘But the Wicked Manitou 
made evil beings, monsters 
and enemies to men. The 
Power of Evil made the flies. 
He made the worms. He made 
the swine. He made the dogs. 
Now all beings were friendly. 
Truly the Manitou’s were ac¬ 
tive, and kindly. To those 
very first men, they fetched 
them wives, and those first 
mothers, they fetched them 
food, when first they desired 
it. 

“ ‘At this period all beings 
had cheerful knowledge, all 
had leisure, all thought in 


gladness. But very secretly a 
great and terrible Evil Being, 
a Mighty Conjurer, descended 
upon the tranquil earth, and 
with Him came much wicked¬ 
ness, quarrelling and unhappi¬ 
ness. He brought bad weather. 
He brought sickness. He 
brought strife. He brought 
death. . . . All of this took 
place on the seven islands, be¬ 
yond the great tide water, at 
first, in the beginning.’ ” 

Now there is a short pause, 
but not for long. An Indian 
singer steps forth from his 
place to chant his mournful 
and soul - thrilling song. 
Haunting and weird though it 
seems, we find ourselves sud¬ 
denly captivated and held 
spell-bound by the music of 
his dreams, but now the song 
is ended; and the Keeper of 
the Records is rising to his 
feet again. What poise! What 
dignity! He speaks: 

The Wicked Snake 

“Brothers and Sisters of the 
Lenni Lenape: In the ages 
long ago, there was a Terrible 
Snake, and other monstrous 
creatures, evil to me. The 
terrible snake hated those 
who lived in that period, and 
greatly disturbed those whom 
he resented. They did much 
harm. They injured each 
other, both were not at peace 
with one another—the Turtles 
and the Snakes. Driven from 
their homes, the fought this 
cruel invader and murderer. 
But the Terrible Snake firmly 
resolved to harm the Turtle 
men. He brought three per¬ 
sons—his helpers. He brought 
the fiery and poisonous mon¬ 
ster. He brought the rushing 
water. He brought the all- 
consuming Fire. 

Between the hills and the 
valleys the fiery and poison¬ 
ous monster roamed, and the 
water rushed and rushed, and 
the all-consuming fire was 
dashing and leaping, through 
and through, destroying 
much. Then, the great Nana- 
bousha, the strong white one, 
grandfather of beings, grand¬ 
father of men, came upon the 
Turtle Island. And there he 
was, teaching, walking, and 
creating; and as he passed by 
he blessed the Turtle. 

And it came to pass that all 
men and beings, went forth, 
they walked in floods and 
shallow waters, down stream 
thither to another island. 
There were many monster 
fishes and snakes, which ate 
some of them. At this time, a 
Manitou Woman came, she 
helped with her canoe, she 
brought the canoe, she helped 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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A SLAVE, PIERRE TOU53AINT. VVA5 l 
NEW yORK'S MOST OUTSTANDING 
NEGR.O CATHOLIC FROM I 7 S 7 UNTIL 
HIS DEATH IN IS^J-.HE ATTENDED 
MASS DAILY AND HIS PRACTICAL 
WELFARE WORK WAS A MODEL Of= 
CATHOLIC LAY ACTION.- 


. . PIERRE ARRIVED IN NEW YORK FROM HAITI WITH 
THE 0§RARD FAMlLy, POLITICAL R.EFUGEE5. HE WAS 
HIS MASTER'S SECRETARY. A 5KILLFULL HAIRDRESSER 
TOUSSAINT TOOK UP THIS WORK WHEN THE DEATH OF 
HIS MA5TEe LEFT MADAME BERARD PEWMILE55. HE 
DEVOTED HIS CONSIDERABLE EARNING5 TO THE SUPPORT 
OF MADAME BERARD UNTIL HER DEATH IN l«IO .. 


..AFTER, THE DEATH OF HIS WIFE AND NIECE, PIERRE 
DEVOTED HIS EARNINGS TO CHARITy, THE EXTENT 
OF WHICH WAS DISCOVERED ONLY AFTER. HIS DEATH 
AT THE AGE OF S 7 . AT HI5 FUNERAL MASS 
THIS TRIBUTE WA5 PAID HIM : 

"THERE WERE FEW LEFT AMONG* THE CLERGY 
SUPERIOR TO HIM IN ZEAL AND DEVOTION TO THE 
CHURCH AWp FO«Z THE GLORV OF CSOP; 

AMONG* LAyiWEN NOT ONE." 
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plied them with good fo 
for their table, making i 
point to handle at all tin 
fresh fruit and vegetab 
Those who have been empl 
ed in the Co-op have bi 
more fortunate than othi 
Having more purchasing p< 
er, they have been able 
afford more and better fo 
which Indians can also 
joy. Through the Crt 
Union Study Club, by me 
of lectures and films, 
sons in diet, hygiene, housi 
gardening, etc., were recc 
ed with real interest and j: 
fit. The Co-op has sold fr 
vegetables, furniture ; 
paint in large quantities. 

Future Hopes j 

The hopes for the future 
the Co-op are only bit! 
sweet. The story which 
just been told may convey 
impression that everyth 
has been accomplished, 
reality, the operations of 
Co-op are on a very sn 
scale as compared to the ne 
of the population. 

We have not been able 
yet to organize Co-op empl 
ment for the men. That i 
very sad state of affairs. I 
true that the men have gr 
their women moral suppi 
Yet they could do a lot md 
Serious attempts were mi 
to organize a Co-op Lum 
Mill but our efforts were st| 
born. The Co-op is not de 
free. It would be unwise 
it to entangle itself into gr j 
er liabilities. 

It stands to reason ths| 
business institution wh 
just four years ago bet 
with an initial capital I 
$15.00 should still be unci 
capitalized. This under-cal 
talization is seriously hi 
cotting our development. I 
have a happy community, 1 
it is far too small. There 1 
others who would like to ‘ I 
ter into the fold”; they ml 
wait for the day that the 9 
op will expand and of 
them a livelihood. 

A Co-op with an % effici| 
staff usually grows rapi cl 
Such is not the case of I 
Grouard Co-op. Owing to 9 
nature of the people we I 
working with, the Co-op bil 
ness is not as profitable 
could be. They will reqdl 
more and more training. Ti 
again, our employees I 
often tempted to listen to I 
“call of the wild”. The rul 
ber of employees in the Col 
ranges-anywhere, at anytil 
from two to twenty. 

There is also someth! 
very hopeful about Groi j 
Co-op Organization. It 1 
given faith to its member ! 
has improved their lives! 
has created an atmospher I 
happiness all around; ii 
leading its members on I 
upward march to a hi e 
civilization by offering til 
the means of a livelihood I 
Community life. ° 

At the Crossroads 1 

Once upon a time, the I 
dians of this community lil 
in tribes. This tribal life 1 
the beginning of a civill 
tion. Then the missional 
came and assisted them ] 
their primitive endeavj 
No one will question the 
lue nor the results of 
assistance. Later, Trea 
were made to enhance 
previous achievements. TI 
Treaties are already up 
revision. Once again we ar 
crossroads in Indian Hist< 
Let us only hope that w 
we are heralding today as 
dawn of a better age for tl 
be not “the twilight of a c 
lization that has already 
its course”. 


QU'APPELLE VALLEY NEWS 


THE GROUARD CO-OP 

by Rev. G. FORCADE, O.M.I. 
Concluded from last month - 

A Credit Union Results of 

The needs for a banking A Co-op is n 
system was soon felt in for ls n °t a trap- 
the Indians of this new and a ration, and t 
growing Community. The anything but 
activity was organized and shay”. All for 
chartered under the name of: f° r a H is one °i 
“The GROUARD INDIAN ciples of a Co-o 
SAVINGS AND CREDIT a re proud of th 
UNION LTD.” Its purpose: to They realize t 
practice savings and to lend accomplished 
money to the neody. which they ne 1 

The importance of co-oper- realized single 
ation was taught as it applied are £>roud to tl 
to the financial sphere. Sav- individual shai 
ing was the order of the day personal contr 
as being the road to indepen- happiness of tl 
dence. And savings readily munity. • 
found their way into the The mem ber 
Credit Union. The first sav- duct the entire 
ings deposit was sixteen cents. selves bearing 
The second, was the price of a of the ’ re sponsil 
horse s tail. White horse hair . i- x 

sells well. The idea struck regulation P s of t 
one of our promising mem- haye sub mitte 
bers who had a white horse. willing l y to tl 
The following day he brought Droce( fures of 
his horses tail for which he pr o ° n C f nd this hi 
got 35c. With this, he was order rule ar 
proud to open his savings ac- t - Qn ’ 
count. Later, Family Allow¬ 
ance cheques were deposited ——r- 

for the newly born that there- 
by, he too, might . receive a ; 
higher education. We needed 
more educated people for the Jag 

Co-op. That is now evident to 

The day the Grouard In- kit 
dian Savings & Credit Union 
Ltd. had a savings deposit . , jpsSEyjla 
fund of one hundred dollars 
made up by the most desti- ||||M 
tute people imaginable, it be- 1 
gan to extend credit; it began 
to make loans to those who 
needed money — little loans, MT 
of course, but they were help- 
ful and the borrower, who 
was endorsed by another 
member of the Credit Union, ^ commoh i 
felt he was not begging. He Co-op, though 
was making an honourable cial at first) ha s 
financial transaction upon c i ose ly togethe: 
which he was staking his s bip has very 
word of honour that he pr0 ved their nu 
would repay the borrowed ra i s 
money, capital and interest, 
on the promised date. The The Co-op h 
Credit Union is now two fitable enterpr 
years old. It has done it did $45,000 
$12,000.00 worth of business business. It has 
and has not lost a cent. ited its mem! 

The Co-op organized a fur- with dividends 
trading post. According to one refund as soon 
of its principles ,it operates tree. The Co-op 
at cost, even in fur. The trap- man a chance, 
pers no longer have to pile cannot invest 
beaver pelts muzzle-high, to CPR—nor can 
get a blanket and a pound of Yet, poor or r: 
tea. The results have been, must live. H 
that competitive fur-buyers money to feed 
raised their prices. Co-op member 

dends, not on i 
A Co-op Housing Project has invested 1 

Our new Community laid the sum of hi: 
its corner stone in a field the Co-op. The 
which the Mission kindly the Co-op are 
gave the Association. A hous- the members 
ing project was organized to to their patron: 
lodge and take care of these £ 0 

isolated people. Houses were on j y That is £ 
moved from the bush into the ple of sa i vat i 0 n 
Co-op Settlement. Through who had alw£ 
the Co-op Housing Project, his f uture Oui 
three new homes were erect- bought for cas 
ed and immediately occupied. p a j d no more j 
They were sold—interest free gj se f or their 
—on a montly rental basis. and t hey the 

Co-op Activities reaped the pr 

Our Community has an ^ ar S a m- Jhis 
amusement, privately owned. a ®.made free 
Our Indians can play pool and n lan ®’ “ h 
amuse themselves without r ® scue em 
fearing the unpleasant re . fes of other r 
marks of an unsympathetic a im prisonec 
White Man. “ ntl1 u th fy a 

The Co-op has its ambulan- 16m ’ ° ^ an< 
ce service, its Public Sweat Physical as: 
Bath and, above all, its own primary imporl 
Post Office, the Grouard Mis- dian. The Co 
sion P.O., Alta. care of it. It h 


FILE HILLS AGENCY. — 
Baptisms: Margaret Therese, 

daughter of Joseph Bellegarde 
and of Katherine Keewatin, on 
Sept. 14.; Mary Betty, daughter 
of Frank Fayant and of Agnes 
Cooickit, on Oct. 19; Mary Alma, 
daughter of Norman Keewatin 
and of Harriet McLeod, on Oct. 


SINTALUTA, Sask.—friscilla, 
beloved daughter of Ed. Spencer 
and of Flora Thompson, passed 
away suddenly on Nov. 13. She 
was 13 years of age. Her death 
is deeply regretted by her par¬ 
ents and schoolmates. R.I.P.— 
On Oct. 4, Mary Rosaline, 
daughter of Gillespie and 
Georgina Eashappie, was chris¬ 
tened. 


PIAPOT RESERVE. — Bap¬ 
tisms: Constance, daughter of 
Alex Watetch and of Agathe 
Pascal, on Sept. 13; Anita, 
daughter of Robert Fourhorns 
and of Violet Lowe, on Oct. 20; 
Maxine Joan, daughter of An¬ 
drew Carrier and of M. Tapotat, 
on Nov. 8; Edith, daughter of 
Henry Ironchild and of Louise 
Lowe, on Nov. 8; Harry James, 
son of J. B. Desjarlais and of 
Edna Nanipawis, on Nov. 9; 
Linda, daughter of Jack Black- 
sioux and of Madeline Rock- 
thunder, on Nov. 9; Rita Joyce, 
daughter of Emile Dubois and of 
Liza Mentuck, on Sept. 14, at 
Muscowpitung, 


STANDING BUFFALO.—The 
bazaar at the Mission netted $63. 
—The Ed. Chaske family, of 
Pipestone, Man., visited at Tony 
Tawiyaka’s on Nov. 11, having 
visited their children at Lebret 
School.—Baptism: Mary Evelyn, 
daughter of Alec Goodwill, on 
Oct. 12; Joseph Sydney, son of 
John Goodwill, on Nov. 9. 


DAY SCHOOL OPENED 

CRANE MVER, Man. — Due 
to the effort^of Fathers J. Lam¬ 
bert and Florentin, O.M.I., and 
to the numerous petitions sent 
by the Indians of Crane River 
a day school was opened here 
on September 2, with 18 pupils 
in attendance. Mr. Leon Joubert, 
of St. Pierre, Man., is our 
teacher. 

The Indians of Crane River 
wish to express their thanks to 
the missionaries and to the In¬ 
dian Affairs Branch for the erec¬ 
tion of the school. 

Archbishop Murray, of Win¬ 
nipeg, confirmed 35 Catholics 
here recenttly. 


COWESSES NEWS 


MARIEVAL, Sask. — Our an¬ 
nual bazaar was held on Nov. 9- 
10-11; it was well attended, in 
spite of the bad weather. It 
cleared $982.07. Our thanks to 
Isidore Agecoutay, Geo. D. and 
Frank Lerat, Geo. A. Delorme, 
Joseph Batza, Geo. Taillon, Am- 
able Laferte, A. Melancon, and 
Jean Taillon, and to the ladies 
who have worked so devotedly 
to make the bazaar a success. 
We thank those who gave the 
prizes and the lunches served 
at the bazaar. 

Mr. Leost, manager of our Co- 
Op store, was taken to Melville 
Hospital on Monday, Dec. 1st, 
W wish him a prompt recovery. 

Father G. Laviolette, O.M.I., 
preached our annual retreat for 
the pupils of both the Indian 
and the day schools. 

Father Doyon, O.MI.., of Cum¬ 
berland House, was a recent vis¬ 
itor at the mission. 

Lorenzo Sparvier and Norman 
Delorme will spend the winter 
at a lumber camp. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS 

Dr. J.O. McFayden was ap¬ 
pointed medical superintendent 
of the Carleton Agency, and he 
will reside at Prince-Albert^ 

Dr. Tucker was appointed for 
the Duck Lake Agency, and he 
is also stationed at Prince Albert. 

A nursing station will be open¬ 
ed soon at Onion Lake, Sask., 
and another at Lac La Ronge. 
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CHAPTER VI - THE CHARITABLE ONE 


Left to right, Chief Quewezance, Father Tetrault, Father A, 
Ruest, and Councillor Kitcimonia. 


DEATH OF 

MRS. A. QUEWEZANCE 

We regret the passing of Mrs. 
Antoine Quewezance, after a 
long illness. Mrs. Quewezance, 
nee Mary Stevenson, was one of 
the first pupils of Pelly trail, 
founded by Father Decorby. 
Mary was married by Father 
Ruelle to Antoine Quewezance, 
also an ex-pupil of St. Philip’s. 

William Musqua has returned 
from Fort Qu’Appelle hospital, 
his health grealty improved 

Cyril Quewezance has been 
sorely tried recently; a child of 
his met with a serious accident 
and to be hospitalized; his wife 
broke her arm as she tripped oft 
the stairs at home. » 


ST. PHILIP’S, Sask. — Rev. 
Fr. Tetrault, O.M.I., has left us 
for Northome, Minn., after five 
years of devoted service as prin¬ 
cipal of our Indian school. Under 
his administration the Indian 
school has been greatly improv¬ 
ed and a new wing has been 
built. The parish residence has 
been restored, and the farm has 
been expanded. We are also 
grateful to Bro. Lacasse for his 
work in connection with the 
building program. 

Father A. Ruest, O.M.I., is the 
principal of the Schol; we are 
happy to have him with us; he 
was formerly our missionary. 
Father G. Jeannotte is the pas¬ 
tor of the white parish of St. 
Philip’s. 


COOTCHICHING RESERVE NEWS 


FORT FRANCES, Ont. — The 
marriage of Alphonse Linklater 
and Rosanne Jourdaine was 
blessed by Father de Varennes 
on Oct. 20.^The Mathieu saw¬ 
mill closed for the season on 
Nov. 1st.—Chief Simeon Jour- 
dain is very ill.—A bingo was 
held by the ladies of St. Ann on 
Nov. 16, net proceeds were $72 
for the church. 

We regret deeply the loss of 
our church by fire (see Page 3), 
it is a great loss for our people; 
we hope for the co-operation of 
our fellow Catholics, while and 
Indian, will be appreciated. We 
wish to rebuild our church in the 
spring.—(Paul Bruyere, Corr., 
K.C. Editorial B’d.) 

★ ★ ★ 


your prayers well.— lhat js 
the reason I am here. For this 
Our long faces were suddenly 
changed to merry laughter. 
.. . You will have a Holiday” 
Applause filleo the room, 
while we were clapping and 
showing our approval and 
thanks for this splendid idea. 

In two minutes the whole 
school was out. Two busses 
were waiting to take us to 
the Point where we spent a 
real grand picnic—tempera¬ 
tures and weather were just 
ideal. Games were played, 
prizes were givent and what 
about our lunch! Picfhres 
were taken of our jolly holi¬ 
day. 

Too soon, at 6 o’clock, the 
two busses were on the picnic 
grounds to bring us back to 
school. 

Do you know where we had 
our supper? Outside by the 
moonlight, a little camp-fire 
was set and we each toasted 
bread. Couldn’t we ask any 
better? — After benediction 
Father Monge gave us a final 
treat in playing the mandoline 
for half an hour. 


OH! JUST LISTEN 

On Friday morning Oct. 17 
we were all working very 
hard in school. Father Prin¬ 
cipal came in our class-room 
and requested everyone to be 
in the room, <_ad here are the 
exact words he used: “I have 
heard that you were bad pu¬ 
pils, that you never listen to 
the teachers and never say 










